GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

status has not been re-established. Also, the demarcation line
between civil servants and other employees in a totalitarian
state such as eastern Germany, where many employees work
for public industries, political parties, and mass organizations,
has become indistinct. One of the main characteristics of this
new totalitarian society is the sharp increase in those who work
for public or party-controlled enterprises in contrast to the de-
crease of the self-employed middle-class people.

The position of former Nazis in the East German society is
also of interest. In western Germany this problem was hard to
handle because in a democratic society the question of discrimi-
nation poses a very difficult problem. Eastern Germany had no
such problems. Part of the Nazis were shot; some were sent to
Russia; some were put into German concentration camps; and
the rest were given technical and administrative jobs. This
policy increased the effectiveness of Socialist Unity party
(SED) controls because the party's knowledge of the Nazis'
records was enough to insure their complete subservience.

A complete process of centralization of administration has
taken place. This process began on the Land level, but soon a
central administration was established for economic affairs.
Later, control in the political and legal fields was taken over by
the central government.

There are now fifteen ministries,2 but the important thing to
note is that the direction of the whole setup does not emanate
from the ministeries but from the Politburo of the Communist
party. A good example of this kind of relationship is found in
the Directorate in France in the 1796-99 period. The position
of the eastern zone ministeries to the SED Politburo is exactly
like the one between the Directorate and their executive agents.
The ministeries are administrative organs, whereas the execu-
tive power lies exclusively with the Politburo of the SED.

The SED, with its 1,750,000 members, has a hard task in
eastern Germany. The population quite justifiably identifies

fc. The East German government consists of die following ministeries: Foreign
Affairs, Interior, State Security, Planning, Finance, Industry, Agricultttre and Forestry,
Trade and Supply, Labor and Social Welfare, Transport, Post and Telecommunications,
Construction, Popular Education, Justice and the Ministry of Internal German Trade,
and Foreign Trade and Material Supplies.